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Nguči COR ó Vięt Nam

YIJĂT BAN
Ngubi Cor cu tni chi yëu ó huyŕn Tră BÓng (tinh Quâng Ngâi) vă

huyen Nam Tră My (tinh Quăng Nam). Theo TÓng diëu tra dân só vă

nhă ó năm 2009, nguói Cor ó ViÔt Nam có dân só 33.817 ngdbi. Ngdbi

Cor cd tró tâp trung tąi căc tinh: Quâng Ngâi (28.110 ngubi, chiĆm

83,1 % tóng só ngubi Cor), Quâng Nam (5.361 ngdbi), Kon Turn

(118 ngubi).
Ngdči Cor lăm răy lă chinh. Nguôi Cor tróng lóa, ngô, sân vi nhiëu

Ioąi cây khăc. Đăc biët, cây quë Quâng Iă dăc sân truyën th6ng. QuČ ó

vîłng ngubi Cor có chăt Iuqng vă năng suăt cao duqc căc dia phdc;ng

trong nuóc vă nhiĆu noi tren thë giói bićt tiČng. Hăng năm quĆ dern ląi

nguÓn thu dźng kë cho nguôi Cor.

Trong xă hÔi Cor, căc bô lăo luôn duqc ne trong. Ngdbi ddęc suy îôn

lăm Chó lăng phăi Iă ngubi hiëu biët phong tuc, giău kinh nghiŕm san

xuăt vă tng xđ xi hÔi, dd0C dân lăng tin nhiÔm cao vă thuÔc dông ho

có công Iâp lăng. Ngdôi Cor thich mła hât, thich choi chiëng, cóng,

tróng. Căc diŕu dân ca ph6 bićn cia ngdbi Cor lă Xru, Klu vă Agiói.

Căc truyŕn có cia ngubi Cor truyĆn mięng tu dôi năy sang dôi khâc

luôn lăm say lông ci ngdbi kë vi ngdbi nghe. Hâu hČt ngubi Cor di

vă dang chuyën sang lăm nhă dăt. Không ił ngdôi da kiëu nhă "xuyën

trinh" d dÔng bâng miën Trung.

6



The COR
in Vietnam

Puhli«her'« Note
The Cor mainly reside in Trå B6ng District (Quång Ngäi Province)

and Nam Trå My District (Quång Nam Province). According to the cen-
sus on population and housing 2009, the Cor in Viét Nam has a popula-
tion of 33,817 people, settling in the provinces of Quång Ngäi (28,1 10

people, accounting for 83.1 % of their total population), Quång Nam
(5,361 people), and Kon Tum (1 18 people).

The Cor live on milpa cultivation, growing rice, maize, cassava and

other crops. Cinnamon grown by the Cor is their specialty thanks to
its quality and high yield. It has become famous at home and to the
world. This crop brings about a relatively high annual revenue for

the Cor.
In the Cor society, old men are highly respected. The old man who

functions as the village chief must possess a rich knowledge of prac-

tices, production skills and social behaviors, receives high respect from

villagers and is a member of the family of village founders. The Cor

love singing, dancing and playing gongs and drums. Their popular folk

songs are Xru, Klu and A-gidi. Cor orally-transmitted legends always

conquer hearts of both ngcrdi ké and listeners. Most of the Cor have

shifted to building earthen houses. Many of them prefer the "xuyén

trinh" houses in central plains.
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Nguòi COR d Viêt Nam

DC tiép tuc gidi thiêu, quàng bi vàn hôa cùa 54 dân toc Viêt Nam,

Nhà xuât bàn Thông tin biên soan, xuât bàn và tràn trong güi tdi ban

doc cuôn sach ành Ngtidi Cor d Viêt Nam. Ân phâm này, không nhüng

chi gidi thièu v6i ban doc nhüng nét tiêu biêu, sac trong vân h6a

Cor, mà còn gôp phân khàng dinh nhüng déng gôp cùa cong dông này

trong büc tranh tông thé vàn héa Viêt Nam, d4c sac, phong phü và da

dang. Dé tien theo dôi, cu6n Sich duqc b6 cuc, trinh bày theo cac chü

dé: Nguôn g6c, lich sü, phân b6 dân cd; Làng bàn, nhà cüa; Y phuc,

trang süc; Dô àn, u6ng và hüt; Tin ngUông, nghi Ié và trò Choi dân

gian; Cddi xin, ma chay,... Kèm theo cic bài viét ngân gon, sûc tich, Ià

nhüng hinh ành duoc luia chon rat công phu, giûp ban doc co thé tiép

can vdi vàn h6a truyên th6ng Cor mot cich nhe nhàng, mà tuiòng tan

và sâu sàc.

Chüng tôi hy vong cu6n Sich së là nguôn tu liëu quy, Cé ich cho ban

doc trong và ngoài midc, trong viêc nghiên cüu, khâm ph{, nâng cao

hiêu biét vé cong dông dân toc Cor d Viêt Nam.

Xin trân trong gidi thiëu cu6n Sich cùng ban dQC!

NHÀ XUÂT BRN THÔNG TÂN
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The COR
in Vietnam

The VNA Publishing House composes the pictorial book The Cor in

Viet Nam, introducing cultural identities and highlights of the Cor as

well as acknowledging the Cor community's contributions to the Viet-

namese cultural panorama. The book consists of various topics, includ-

ing Historical origin, distribution of population, hamlet and housing,

costumes and jewelry, cuisines, beliefs, rituals and folk games, marriage

and funeral, etc. Short but concise articles in the book, illustrated with

carefully-chosen photos, will surely provide readers with insights in the

traditional Cor culture.

We hope that the book will be a valuable resource for readers at

home and abroad in resealching, exploring and gaining better under-

standing of the Cor ethnic group in Viét Nam.

VNA PUBLISHING HOUSE
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Nguoi COR O Vlŕt Nam

Theo só liŕu diëu tra năm 2009, dân tÔc Cor có sÓ dân tren 33.000 nguôi. Tren

dia băn tinh Quâng Ngâi (chil yču hai huyŕn Tra BÔng, Tây Trâ), dân tÔc Cor có

tren 28.000 ngłiôi, dia băn tinh Quâng Nam, sÓ ngłiôi it hon, chi khoâng tren 5.300

ngtiôi. Tuy dia băn cu tru nam tren ba huyŕn thuÔc hai tinh khâc nhau, nhung dó lâ
dia bân cu tru ličn hoăn. Cân cu vói dân tÔc Cor có nguôi Viŕt phia dông, nguôi
Hre phia nam, nguôi Ca Dong, nguôi xo Đăng phia tây, ngtiôi co Tu Ô phia bâc.

Trong lich sťî tÔn tąi vâ phât triën cua dân tÔc, nguôi Cor mang nhiëu ten goi
phiČm xung khâc nhau nhu cua, Khăa, Căa, Bóng Miću, "MQi Thanh Bông”, 

”
Mei

Tră BÔng", "Męi Trâu”, 
”
Ta- Kua” hay ”Męi Quë. NguÔi Cor Quâng Ngăi tu nhân

minh lâ Cor, só Tra My Iąi tu coi minh lă Col. Tli năm 1979, ten co dâ duoc dÔng
bâo cÔng nhân vă tra thănh phÔ biën.

TrUóc kia cÔng dÔng Cor duoc xem nhu mÔt nhóm cua dân tÔc xo Đăng hay mÔt
nhóm cda nguôi cua. Nguôi Cor có nhiëu net gân gđi vói câc dân tÔc xung quanh,
xët vë măt ngôn ngd thi hqp thânh nhóm ngôn ngđ "Ba Na phia Bâc” trong dông
ngôn ngđ Môn-Khome, ngd hŕ Nam A.
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The COR
in Vietnam

According to the census 2009, the Cor group has a population of nearly 33,000

people, including over 28,000 living in Quång Ngäi Province (mainly in districts of

Trä B6ng and Tåy Trå) and about 5,300 in Quång Nam Province's Båc Trå My District.

Though located in two different provinces, these districts form a united settlement

ofthe Cor. Living near the Cor are the Viet (east), the Hre (south), the Ca Dong and Xo

Däng (west), and the Co Tu (north).

In their history, the Cor had many unofficial names, such as Cüa, Khüa, Cüa, B6ng

Miéu, Moi Thanh B6ng, Moi Trå B6ng, Moi Tråu, Ta- Kua or Moi Qué. The Cor in Quång

Ngäi call themselves "Cor"while those in Trå My adopt the name "Col". Since 1979, the

name "Co" was recognized by the group and became their official name.

In the past, the Cor community was considered a subgroup of the Xo Däng ethnic

group or of the Cüa people. The Cor have many characteristics similar to other ethnic

groups living nearby. Linguistically, they belong to the Northern Bahna subgroup in

the Mon-Khmer division of the Austro-Asiatic language family.
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Nguöi COR d Viet Nam

Phån Ibn ngdbi Cor söng cåc huyen Tri B6ng, Tåy Trå tinh Quång Ngäi, phån

it hon song huyen Båc Tri My (3 Quång Nam, dån toc Cor chü yéu s6ng cåc xä

Trå Köt, Trå Giåp, Trå Nii nay thuéc huyén Båc Trå My. Mét sc3 it s6ng xi Tién Lip

huyén Tién Phudc vå cåc xä Tam Son, Tam Trå huyen Nåi Thånh. (J Quång Ngäi,

ngtiöi Cor cu tru tai hai huyén Trå Böng vå Tåy Trå. Tdi huyen Trå B6ng, ho cu trü

cåc xä phia tay cüa huyen, g6m Trå Giang, Trå Son, Tri Thug, Tri Lim, Trå Tån,

Trå Båi, Trå Hiép. Huyen Tåy Trå lå noi tap trung nguöi Cor Sinh s6ng, g6m cåc xå

Trå Länh, Trå Nham, Trå Trung, Trå ThQ, Trå Phong, Trå Khé, Trå Thanh, Trå Quån.

Ngoåi ra, con phåi ké mét s6 dån Cor khoång 200 ngdbi thön An, xä Binh An

huyén Binh Son, phia döng cüa xä Trå Giang huyen Trå B6ng, v6n lå dån Cor dot tü

Tri My xuöng trong cuöc khång chién chöng MY, cüu nd6c.

Dia bån cu tru xda kia cüa nguöi Cor co thé thäp hon vé hudng d6ng bång phia

döng, din din ho xich vé hu6ng tåyvå dinh vi dia bån cd trü hién nay, må gidi han

cu6i cüng vé phia döng lå vüng xä Trå Giang huyen Trå Böng vå The An (tåy huyén

Binh Son) vå phia tåy huyen Nüi lhånh.

Theo truyén ngön cüa nguöi Cor, co nguöi cho rång qué huong cüa minh nguyén

dåo 1.9 Son, hoac dåo L! Son chinh lå ngöi lång Ta Ly cüa ngubi Cor "tröi dot" ra

bién trong mot tran dai höng thuy. Tü db, co nguöi dét giå thiét rång dia bån Cd trü

nguyén thug cüa ngubi Cor lå ('j vüng bién dåo. Mét cåu höi må cho dén nay, cåu trå

Idi vån chua co Vöy phåi giåi thich nhd thé nåo vé su hién dién cüa niém bién (dhäk

ta-ly) dä t6n tai trong f' thdc ngüöi Cor må khöng tön tai d mot sö dån toc khåc? CO

lé do dia bån cd trü cüa nguöi Cor tuy cüng Iå dai ngån hiém trb nhung khöng cåch

xa bién lå may, chi can leo Ién mét ngqn nåi cao lå thäy rö bién vå dåo LY Son. Nhå
nghién cüu Ding Nghiém Van viét rång: "Dån toc Cor y" thüc vé dån toc minh
vå co thüc vé noi Sinh truöng lå hai bén bb song Tranh". Trong tåi lieu Chi dån
dån töc hoc vé ngudi Mei vüng Quang Ngäi viét näm 1905, mot quan chüc Phåp lå H.
Haguet viét: "Nguöi Moi Trå Böng cüng Cho rång ho luön luön cd trü cåc thung lüng
hién ho dang s6ng". Trong tap kg su Bäo Ilia Trå Böng, tåc giå Nguyén H6 viét: "Ngay
cå nhüng nguöi Cor dä giå vå hiéu biét nhiéu cüng chua rö ngu6n g6c, lich sü cüa
dån toc Cor, chi biét rång tü bao ddi nay, ngubi Cor luön s6ng Trå B6ng. Trå B6ng
lå chiéc nöi, lå qué huong ruöt thit cüa ho". Tü dö, ta co thé khång dinh rang g6c tich
dich thuc cüa nguöi Cor vån lå dia bån cd trü vüng nåi hién nay.
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The COR
jn Vietnam

In Quång Nam Province, the Cor people mainly reside in the communes ofTrå KÖt,
Trä Giåp, and Trä Nü of Båc Trå My District. A small group lives in Tién I-ép Commune
(Tién Phddc District) and Tam Son and Tam Trå Communes (Nüi Thånh District). In
Quång Ngäi, the Cor settle in the western communes ofTrä B6ng District -Trå Giang,
Trå San, Tri Thuy, Tri Låm, Tri Tän, Trå Büi, Trå Hiép. However, Tåy Trå District is the
main house of the Cor, concentrating in the communes ofTrå Länh, Trå Nham, Tri
Trung, Trå Tho, Trä Phong, Trå Khé, Trå Thanh, and Tri Quån. Besides, there are about

200 Cor people living in Tho An Hamlet, Binh An Commune, Binh Son District, to the

east ofTrä Giang Commune ofTrä B6ng District. They are the Cor residents coming

from Trå My during the Viet Nam War.

In the past, the Cor might live in lower areas to the eastern plains. They have

gradually moved westwards and settled in their current residence of which the

easternmost point is Trä Giang Commune ofTrå B6ng District and ThQ An (western

Binh Son District), to the west of Nüi Thånh District.

According to the Cor orally-transmitted stories, their native land is LY San Island

which was once their legendary Ta W Village "drifting" into the sea during a deluge.

Some supposed that the original residence of the Cor was coastal areas and islands.

This remains an unanswered question. Different from some ethnic groups living in

the Central Highlands, the Cor knew about the sea (dhäk ta-ly) since long time ago.

It is possible that the Cor have resided in forest areas which are not far from the sea

and they could see the ocean and LY Son Island when standing atop mountains.

Researcher Däng Nghiém Van once wrote: "The Cor are aware of themselves and of

their place of birth along the Tranh River". In his Ethnological Annotates about the Moi

in Quang Ngai written in 1905, French official H. Haguet noted: "The Moi Trä B6ng

believe that they have always resided in the valleys where they are settling". In the

chronicle Bäo Ida Trå B6ng, author Nguyén H6 wrote: "Even the old and well-informed

Cor people don't know the exact origin and history of the Cor. For generations, the

Cor have always lived in Trä B6ng. Trä B6ng is their cradle and native land". Therefore,

it is possible to confirm that the Cor have always settled in mountainous areas.
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Ngu01 CORo Nam

Bån d6 ving cu trü cia nguöi COR
MAP OF THE COR RESIDENTIAL AREAS

Phd'
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Vüng co nguOi COR Sinh song

Major communities of the COR

•ONG

DA NÅNG
Q. Ddo Hoang Sa

QUÅNG NAM

QUÅNG NGÅI

TP.H6 NH

Q. Ddo Trt&lg So

Gn Ddo





•r.o hinh g6c cay néu
phu6n. Ben c.nh lå cay nou

phy (Zl.ldång)

Decorating a pennon
decorative pole beside an

auxiliary pole (zi-loang)

Dån då

A set of stone musical instrument
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