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Ngudi COR & Viét Nam

LOI NHA XUIAT BAN

Ngudi Cor cu trii chii yéu & huyén Tra Béng (tinh Quéng Ngii) va
huyén Nam Tra My (tinh Quing Nam). Theo Téng diéu tra dan s6 va
nha & nim 2009, ngudi Cor & Viét Nam c6 dan s6 33.817 ngudi. Ngudi
Cor cu trii tp trung tai cic tinh: Quang Ngai (28.110 ngudi, chiém
83,1 % téng s6 ngudi Cor), Quang Nam (5.361 ngudi), Kon Tum
(118 ngudi).

Ngudi Cor lam rdy la chinh. Ngudi Cor tréng lia, ngo, san va nhiéu
loai cay khéc. Pic biét, cdy qué Quang la dic san truyén thing. Qué &
ving ngudi Cor c6 chit lugng va nang sudt cao dugc cic dia phuiong
trong nudc va nhiéu noi trén thé gidi biét tiéng. Hang nam qué dem lai
ngudn thu déng ké cho ngudi Cor.

Trong xa hdi Cor, cic b6 lao luén dugc né trong. Ngudi dugc
lam Chu lang phai la ngudi hiéu biét phong tuc, giau kinh nghi
xudt va dng xii xa hdi, dugc din lang tin nhi¢m cao va thubc dong
c6 cong lap lang. Ngudi Cor thich mia hat, thich chai chiéng, cong,
tréng. Cic diéu dan ca phd bién ciia ngudi Cor la Xru, Klu va Agic
Céc truyén c§ clia ngudi Cor truyén mi¢ng tii doi nay sang doi khac
ludn lam say long ca ngudi ké va ngudi nghe. Hiu hét ngudi Cor da
va dang chuyén sang lam nha ddt. Khong it ngudi ua kiéu nha “xuyén
trinh” & d6ng bang mién Trung.
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Puhlicher’<s Note

The Cor mainly reside in Tra Bong District (Quang Ngai Province)
and Nam Tra My District (Quang Nam Province). According to the cen-
sus on population and housing 2009, the Cor in Viéet Nam has a popula-
tion of 33,817 people, settling in the provinces of Quang Ngai (28,110
people, accounting for 83.1 % of their total population), Quang Nam
(5,361 people), and Kon Tum (118 people).

The Cor live on milpa cultivation, growing rice, maize, cassava and
other crops. Cinnamon grown by the Cor is their specialty thanks to
its quality and high yield. It has become famous at home and to the
world. This crop brings about a relatively high annual revenue for
the Cor.

In the Cor society, old men are highly respected. The old man who
functions as the village chief must possess a rich knowledge of prac-
tices, production skills and social behaviors, receives high respect from
villagers and is a member of the family of village founders. The Cor
love singing, dancing and playing gongs and drums. Their popular folk
songs are Xru, Klu and A-gidi. Cor orally-transmitted legends always
conquer hearts of both ngudi ké and listeners. Most of the Cor have
shifted to building earthen houses. Many of them prefer the “xuyén
trinh” houses in central plains.
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Dé tiép tuc gidi thiéu, quang b vin hoa ctia 54 dan toc Viét Nam,
Nha xuit ban Théng tén bién soan, xudt ban va tran trong gui t6i ban
doc cuén sich anh Ngudi Cor & Viét Nam. An phdm nay, khong nhiing
chi gi¢i thiéu véi ban doc nhiing nét tiéu biéu, dic sic trong vin héa
Cor, ma con gop phén khing dinh nhiing déng gop ctia cong déng nay
trong biic tranh téng thé vin héa Viét Nam, dic sic, phong phu va da
dang. Dé tién theo di, cudn sich dugc bé cuc, trinh bay theo cic chu
dé: Ngudn géc, lich sit, phan bé dén cu; Lang ban, nha ctia; Y phuc,
trang siic; D6 an, udng va hut; Tin ngudng, nghi 1€ va tro choi dan
gian; Cudi xin, ma chay,... Kém theo cdc bai viét ngan gon, stic tich, la
nhiing hinh dnh dugc lya chon rit cong phu, gitip ban doc c6 thé tiép
can vdi van hoéa truyén théng Cor mot cich nhe nhang, ma tudng tin
va sdu sic.

Chung t6i hy vong cuén sach sé la ngudn tu liéu quy, c6 ich cho ban
doc trong va ngoai nudc, trong viéc nghién ciiu, khim pha, nang cao
hiéu biét vé cong déng din toc Cor & Viét Nam.

Xin tran trong gidi thiéu cuén sach cung ban doc!

NHA XUAT BAN THONG TAN




\g House composes the pictorial book The Cor in
ucing cultural identities and highlights of the Cor as
ing the Cor community’s contributions to the Viet-
ma. The book consists of various topics, includ-
distribution of population, hamlet and housing,

y, cuisines, beliefs, rituals and folk games, marriage
Short but concise articles in the book, illustrated with

ytos, will surely provide readers with insights in the
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Theo s6 liéu diéu tra nam 2009, dan toc Cor ¢6 s6 dan trén 33.000 ngudi. Trén
dia ban tinh Quang Ngai (chu yéu & hai huyén Tra Béng, Tay Tra), dan toc Cor ¢6
trén 28.000 ngudi, § dia ban tinh Quang Nam, s6 ngudi it hon, chi khoang trén 5.300
nguoi. Tuy dia ban cu trd nam trén ba huyén thudc hai tinh khac nhau, nhung d6 la
dia ban cu tru lién hoan. Can cu véi dan toc Cor c6 ngudi Viét & phia dong, nguoi
Hre & phia nam, ngudi Ca Dong, ngudi Xo Dang & phia tay, ngudi Co Tu ¢ phia bic.

Trong lich st ton tai va phat trién cta dan toc, ngugi Cor mang nhiéu tén goi
phiém xung khac nhau nhu Cua, Khua, Cta, Béng Miéu, “Moi Thanh Bong”, “Moi
Tra Bong”, “Moi Trau”, “Ta- Kua” hay “Moi Qué. Nguai Cor & Quéng Ngai tu nhan
minh la Cor, s6 & Tra My lai ty coi minh la Col. T nam 1979, tén Co da duoc dong
bao cong nhén va trd thanh phé bién.

Trudc kia cong dong Cor dugc xem nhu mét nhéom cia dan toc Xo Dang hay mot
nhom cua ngudi Cla. Nguoi Cor ¢ nhiéu nét gan gui voi cac dan toc xung quanh,
xét vé mat ngon ngu thi hop thanh nhom ngén ngii “Ba Na phia Bic” trong dong
ngon ngi Mon-Khome, ngit hé Nam A.




According to the census 2009, the Cor group has a population of nearly 33,000
people, including over 28,000 living in Quang Ngai Province (mainly in districts of
Tra Bong and Tay Tra) and about 5,300 in Quang Nam Province’s Bac Tra My District.
Though located in two different provinces, these districts form a united settlement
of the Cor. Living near the Cor are the Viét (east), the Hre (south), the Ca Dong and Xo
Pang (west), and the Co Tu (north).

In their history, the Cor had many unofficial names, such as Cua, Khua, Ctia, Bong
Miéu, Moi Thanh Béng, Moi Tra Bong, Moi Trau, Ta- Kua or Moi Qué. The Cor in Quang
Ngai call themselves “Cor”while those in Tra My adopt the name “Col”. Since 1979, the
name “Co"was recognized by the group and became their official name.

In the past, the Cor community was considered a subgroup of the Xa Bang ethnic
group or of the Cua people. The Cor have many characteristics similar to other ethnic
groups living nearby. Linguistically, they belong to the Northern Bahna subgroup in
the Mon-Khmer division of the Austro-Asiatic language family.

The COR
inVietnam

!

13




Ngudi COR & Viét Nam

14

Phan 16n ngudi Cor séng & cac huy¢n Tra Bong, Tay Tr‘il tinh'Qljéng Ngi, phin
it hon séng & huyé¢n Bac Tra My. O Quéng Nam, dan toc Cor chu yéu sOng & cac xa
Tra K6t, Tra Gidp, Tra Nu nay thudc huyé¢n Bac Tra My. Mot s6 it song  xa Tién Lap
huyén Tién Phudc va cic xa Tam Son, Tam Tra huy¢n Nui Thanh. O Quéing Ngai,
ngudi Cor cu tru tai hai huy¢n Tra Bong va Tay Tra. Tai huy¢n Tra Bong, ho cu tra
& céc xa phia tay cia huyén, gém Tra Giang, Tra Son, Tra Thuy, Tra Lam, Tra Tan,
Tra Bui, Tra Hi¢p. Huyén Tay Tra la noi tap trung ngudi Cor sinh song, gom cac xa
Tra Lanh, Tra Nham, Tra Trung, Tra Tho, Tra Phong, Tra Khé¢, Tra Thanh, Tra Quan.
Ngoai ra, con phai ké mét sé dan Cor khoang 200 ngudi & thon Tho An, xa Binh An
huy¢n Binh Son, phia dong cia xa Tra Giang huyén Tra Bong, von la dan Cor dat ti
Tra My xudng trong cudc khing chién chdng My, ciu nudc.

Dia ban cu tru xua kia ctia ngudi Cor c6 thé thip hon vé hudng dong bang phia
dong, dan dan ho xich vé hudng tay va dinh vi ¢ dia ban cu tra hi¢n nay, ma giGi han
cudi cuing vé phia dong la ving xa Tra Giang huy¢n Tra Bong va Tho An (tay huyén
Binh Son) va phia tay huy¢n Nui Thanh.

Theo truyén ngon cta ngudi Cor, c6 ngudi cho rang qué huong clia minh nguyén

& dao Ly Son, hoic dao Ly Son chinh la ngoi lang Ta Ly cia nguai Cor “tréi dat” ra
bién trong moét tran dai hong thuy. Tu dé, c6 ngudi dat gia thiét rang dia ban cu tra
nguyén thuy cia ngudi Cor la & vung bién dao. Mot cau hoi ma cho dén nay, cau tra
ta-ly) da ton tai trong y thiic ngudi Cor ma khong ton tai & mot s6 dan toc khac? Co
lé do dia ban cu tru cia ngudi Cor tuy cing la dai ngan hiém trd nhung khéng cach
xa bién la mdy, chi cin leo 1én mot ngon nui cao la thdy ro bién va dao Ly Son. Nha
nghién ciu Dang Nghiém Van viét rang: “Dan toc Cor c6 y thic vé dan toc minh
va c6 y thiic vé noi sinh tridng la & hai bén b song Tranh” Trong tai liéu Chii dian
dan toc hoc vé nguoi Moi viing Qudang Ngai viét nam 1905, mét quan chiic Phap la H.
Haguet viét: “Ngudi Moi Tra Bong ciing cho ring ho ludn ludn cu tra cic thung ling
hi¢n ho dang séng”. Trong tap ky su Bao lita Tra Bong, tac gia Nguyén Ho viét: “Ngay
ca nhiing ngudi Cor da gia va hiéu biét nhiéu cing chua ro ngudn goc, lich st cua
dan toc Cor, chi biét rang tit bao doi nay, ngudi Cor ludn song & Tra Bong. Tra Bong
la chiéc noi, la qué huong ruét thit cia ho”. Tit do, ta c6 thé khing dinh ring géc tich
dich thyc cia ngudi Cor van la dia ban cu tra & vung nui hién nay.




In Quang Nam Province, the Cor people mainly reside in the communes of Tra Két,
Tra Giap, and Tra Nu of Bac Tra My District. A small group lives in Tién Lap Commune
(Tién Phudc District) and Tam Son and Tam Tra Communes (NGi Thanh District). In
Quang Ngai, the Cor settle in the western communes of Tra Béng District - Tra Giang,
Tra Son, Tra Thuy, Tra Lam, Tra Tan, Tra Bui, Tra Hiép. However, Tay Tra District is the
main house of the Cor, concentrating in the communes of Tra Lanh, Tra Nham, Tra
Trung, Tra Tho, Tra Phong, Tra Khé, Tra Thanh, and Tra Quan. Besides, there are about
200 Cor people living in Tho An Hamlet, Binh An Commune, Binh Son District, to the
east of Tra Giang Commune of Tra Bong District. They are the Cor residents coming
from Tra My during the Viet Nam War.

In the past, the Cor might live in lower areas to the eastern plains. They have
gradually moved westwards and settled in their current residence of which the
easternmost point is Tra Giang Commune of Tra Béng District and Tho An (western
Binh Son District), to the west of NGi Thanh District.

According to the Cor orally-transmitted stories, their native land is Ly Son Island
which was once their legendary Ta Ly Village “drifting” into the sea during a deluge.
Some supposed that the original residence of the Cor was coastal areas and islands.
This remains an unanswered question. Different from some ethnic groups living in
the Central Highlands, the Cor knew about the sea (dhdk ta-ly) since long time ago.
It is possible that the Cor have resided in forest areas which are not far from the sea
and they could see the ocean and Ly Son Island when standing atop mountains.
Researcher ®ang Nghiém Van once wrote: “The Cor are aware of themselves and of
their place of birth along the Tranh River”. In his Ethnological Annotates about the Moi
in Quang Ngai written in 1905, French official H. Haguet noted: “The Moi Tra Béng
believe that they have always resided in the valleys where they are settling”. In the
chronicle Bdo Iira Tra Béng, author Nguyén Hé wrote: “Even the old and well-informed
Cor people don't know the exact origin and history of the Cor. For generations, the
Cor have always lived in Tra Béng. Tra Béng is their cradle and native land”. Therefore,
it is possible to confirm that the Cor have always settled in mountainous areas.
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Vung ¢6 ngudi COR sinh song
Major communities of the COR

Ban d6 vung cu tri cha ngudi COR

MAP OF THE COR RESIDENTIAL AREAS
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Q. Bdo Hoang Sa

QUANG NGAI

Q. Bdo Trudng Sa

Cén Bao
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et of stone musical instrument

la0 hinh & géc¢ cay néu
phudn. Bén canh 1a ¢ Ay néu

phu (zi-lgang)

Decorating a pennon
decorative pole beside an

auxiliary pole (zl-loang)
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